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A FINAL NOTE ON C AND UNIX.
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Y ou might have gathered that C and Unix are not our favourite language and operating
system. Knowing that we are biased, we thought it appropriate to offer another view of
these controversial topics, so here is an assessment from the Usenet news. We do not
know who originally wrote it, so we can't give credit as due.

GREATGRS ADMT IN X C HOAX

In an announcenent that has stunned the conputer industry, Ken Thonpson,
Dennis Rtchie and Brian Kernighan admtted that the Uhix operating
systemand C programm ng | anguage created by themis an el aborate April
Fool s prank kept alive for over 20 years. Speaking at the recent

Lhi xV@r | d Sof tware Devel opnent Forum Thonpson reveal ed the fol | ow ng:

"In 1969, AT&T had just terminated their work with the G2 Honeywel |/ AT&T
Miltics project. Brian and | had just started working with an early

rel ease of Pascal fromProfessor Nchlaus Wrth's ETH I abs in
Shitzerland and we were inpressed wth its elegant sinplicity and
power. Dennis had just finished reading 'Bored of the Rngs', a
hilarious National Lanpoon parody of the great Tolkien 'Lord of the
Rngs' trilogy. As a lark, we decided to do parodies of the Miltics
envi ronnent and Pascal . Dennis and | were responsible for the operating
envi ronment. V& | ooked at Miltics and desi gned the new systemto be as
conpl ex and cryptic as possible to naxi mize casual users' frustration
levels, calling it Lhix as a parody of Miltics, as well as other nore
risque allusions. Then Dennis and Brian worked on a truly warped
version of Pascal, called 'A. Wen we found others were actual |y
trying to create real prograns wth A we quickly added additi onal
cryptic features and evolved into BL BOPL and finally C V¢ stopped
when we got a clean conpile on the fol | ow ng syntax:

for (; ™\I") R P("| ")) for (G e (" _"+(*++/ 8) %8) ) (" | "+(*W/ 4)98);

To think that nodern programmers would try to use a | anguage t hat

al l oned such a statenent was beyond our conprehension! Ve actual |y
thought of selling this to the Soviets to set their conputer science
progress back 20 or nore years. |magine our surprise when AT&T and
other US corporations actually began trying to use Lhix and Q It has
taken them 20 years to devel op enough expertise to generate even
nmarginal Iy useful applications using this 1960 s technol ogi cal par ody,
but we are inpressed with the tenacity (if not comon sense) of the
general Lhix and C programmer. |n any event, Brian, Dennis and | have
been worki ng excl usively in Pascal on the Appl e Maci ntosh for the past
fewyears and feel really guilty about the chaos, confusion and truly
bad programming that have resulted fromour silly prank so | ong ago."

Myj or Lhix and C vendors and custoners, including AT&T, M crosoft,

Hew ett- Packard, GTE, NOR and DEC have refused comrment at this tine.
Borland International, a | eadi ng vendor of Pascal and Ctoal s,

i ncl udi ng the popul ar Turbo Pascal, Turbo C and Turbo G+, stated they
had suspected this for a nunber of years and woul d continue to enhance
their Pascal products and halt further efforts to develop C An IBM
spokesnan broke into uncontroll ed | aughter and had to post pone a
hastily convened news conference concerning the fate of the RS 6000,
nerely stating "MMw il be available Real Soon Now. In a cryptic
statenment, Professor Wrth of the ETHinstitute and father of the
Pascal , Mbdul a 2 and (beron structured | anguages, nerely stated that P.
T. Barnumwas correct.

Inarelated late-breaking story, usually reliable sources are stating
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that a simlar confession nay be forthcomng fromWIIiamGates
concerni ng the MsDC5 and Wndows operating environnents. And | BV
spokesnman have begun denying that the Virtual Machine (W product is
an internal prank gone awy.

The Usenet message is reproduced above as received. It seems likely that the "-"

signsin the C instruction quoted should be "--"; if nothing else, thisillustrates
what is one of probably the two most prolific sources of mistakesin C. ( The
other is the use of == as the equality operator. )

Professor Wirth's first name is "Niklaus'; we met him, and Oberon, in the chapter

LANGUAGES FOR WRITING OPERATING SYSTEMS He has some
interesting views on C, expressed forthrightly in the paper quoted in that
chapter. Just in case any doubt remains, we remark that we think he's right.

"Soviets' are committees which formed the basis of the USSR ( Union of Soviet

Sociadist Republics), a historicad Marxist state centred on Russia. After
extensive misuse in military circles by people who obviously had no idea
what it meant, a"Soviet", in some circlesin the USA, came to mean any
citizen of the USSR. Theillusion that every resident of the USSR wasin fact
acommittee could go far towards explaining the ridicul ous persistence of the
cold war; it isdifficult to think of any more persuasive reason.

P.T. Barnum is reputed to have saidVP16 ; "There's a sucker born every minute".

Thereferenceto "Pascal on the Apple Macintosh" will be specially piquant to
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anyone who has tried to develop system software in Pascal for a Macintosh.
Our comments on the complicated APIs characteristic of operating systems
written using conventiona languages ( LANGUAGES FOR WRITING
OPERATING SYSTEMS) were not merely hypothetical. The inventors of C
might well feel quite at home. It is also interesting that the Macintosh system,
originally written in assembly language and Pascal, isnow in C. The APl has
not improved.

IMP16 : Bartlett's Familiar Quotations ( Little, Brown, 15th ed., 1980 ), page 536.




