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1. Introduction

The aim of this exercise is to give you experience in evaluating a visual language (as
described in a research paper), work in a group, and communicate your conclusions to
the class. The exercise is to be done in the groups of 4 or 5. There are no marks
awarded for this exercise but the experience will be valuable for potential final
examination questions.

2. Requirements

Each group will be assigned a research paper describing a visual language of some
sort. These papers have generally been sourced from past IEEE Visual Languages
Symposium proceedings. Each group member must read the research paper and make
their own evaluation (using tools such as the Cognitive Dimensions framework) of
strengths and weaknesses of the language for the particular domain of application.
You may wish to follow up literature (using Learn) to see if other papers have been
written about the language or referencing it. Members must then meet to discuss their
evaluations and develop a consensus evaluation and a group presentation (see below).
Each group must elect a presenter to present the results.

3. Presentation

The presentation should be in Powerpoint, and should be 3-4 slides maximum and
last no more than 4 minutes. Emphasise key points such as: the domain the
language has been developed for, the type of user expected to use it, the metaphor or
metaphors used, and your evaluation of the effectiveness of those metaphors (eg in
the form of cognitive dimension tradeoffs). Use figures (culled from the papers) to get
across the visual aspects. Our lecture on Domain Specific Visual Languages should
give you an idea of format. Presentations will be given in the 732 lecture on Tuesday
21° March. Each group must email their presentation to John Grundy prior to 12 noon
on that day with their presentation (label it with your group number). These will be
made available after the lecture on the 732 website.



4, Research papers and groups

The research papers are in
http://www.cs.auckland.ac.nz/compsci732slc/lectures/vipapers.

This folder is password protected (as papers have been sourced via Learn and hence
only available to the University of Auckland community). The password will have
earlier been provided to you..

Group composition and research paper assignments are as follows:
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